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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2015

June 11: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm
June 11: Research Trip to Sutro Library 9 am
June 20: CIG Meeting 10 am
June 24: General Meeting 7:00 pm
July 1:   New Writing Group 2:00 pm
July 11: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am

DNA Group
Meeting Thursday, June 11, 2015

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

We will have a Q & A session in the first part of 
the meeting, and then there will be an opportunity 
for members to present a DNA issue of their own 
choosing.        Contact Vernon Smith if you would 
like to present a topic.

MCGS research trip to the Sutro Library 
Meet 9 AM Thursday June 11 in the LDS parking 

lot to carpool. Register on the website here.
Info from will@deady.net (415) 491-4204

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, June 20, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: “EverNote:  Demo of features and use”

Presented by Gene Pennington

Saturday Breakfast, July 11, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on a Saturday each month at Star Res-
taurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am. 
Join us for food and discussion. 

MCGS General Meeting, Jun 24, 2015, at 7:00 pm
“A Family History Walk-About”

See different ways to record and show off your fam-
ily’s genealogy.  Gather tips and clues from others.  
Join us if you are just beginning your family history 
journey or have been learning about them for years.  
So everyone will have lots to look at, please bring 
your own charts, binders (1 or 2), family group 
sheets, reports of your genealogy program, pictures, 
and genealogy projects to share!  Show us how YOU 
organize your research, or how you managed to knock 
down a brick wall! Books bring your family to life by 
telling us their stories!
Don’t worry if your work isn’t “finished” - no one’s is! 
Tables will be set up in the Gym to display what you 
choose to bring – and to see the work of others.  Here is 
an opportunity to “Walk-About” the room, view others’ 
ways of doing things, ask questions, and start discussions. 
The focus will be on where each of us is on our Family 
History Journey.  Each of us will hopefully come away 
with at least one new idea.  Come and be amazed by how 
many ways people express their family history.  

New “Writing Group” Meeting July 1, 2015.
LDS Church, San Rafael, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

If you don’t write down the stories you have heard or 
been told in your family.....who will? Not sure how 
you want to write your story?  We will discuss differ-
ent possibilities, with some pros  to suggest ideas.
Do it your way with as much help as you want.
The first meeting will be an opportunity to hash out 
how we want this writing group to function.  Come 
with your ideas.....but COME.  We all need a starting 
place!        Questions email/phone 
Susan Trumbull (415-897-1617) or Shirley Hudson     

Events continued on page 2
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Upcoming Events

SFBAJGS Sunday, June 14, 2015 at 1:00 pm.
“Social Media for Genealogists ”  By Meredith 
Sellers  
Meredith will provide case studies illustrating how 
social media can complement your current research 
endeavors. She will also address the pros and cons of 
different social media platforms and outline ways for 
you to maintain a secure, controlled online presence.
Oakland Family History Center 
 4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA  
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html
Napa Valley Genealogical Society
Thursday, June 18, 2015, 1:30 pm
“The Orphan Train” 
Presented by Gail Martin 
NVGS Library, 1701 Menlo Ave.,Napa, CA
Info.

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, July 18, 2015, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Her Name Wasn’t Unknown: Researching Your 
Female Ancestor’s Life”
Presented by Gena Philbert-Ortega.
Female ancestors can be more difficult to research us-
ing traditional genealogical methodology. Successful 
research includes a social historical approach. Using 
case studies, Gena will present ways to approach your 
research and find answers.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612
Register here

Blog Spot

Our own Sierrra Pope tells about her success in “A 
Day at the DAR Library”

Randy Seaver tells how to “Search Ancestry.com 
Hints by Record Collection”

Shelley Bishop discusses “How to Archive Family 
Photos” 

Ancestry Anne discusses  “Can I Trust Trees”

Debbie Kennett discusses  “Comparing admixture 
results from three DNA Testing Companies”

Events continued from page 1

Roberta Estes tells why “A Match List Does Not an 
Ancestor Make”

Judy Russell discusses why she is not a “potential 
descendant” in  “Circling the Shews”

Marin County Divorce Records
A limited set of Divorce Records has been placed on 
our website in the Premium Content area.  

Those interested in using DNA testing to further their 
family history research, please check out the
DNA Interest Group Page on the MCGS Website

Please Welcome the New Officers for 2015 - 16

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche

Registrars - Joanne Rowlands & Pam McCart
Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Carolyn Hacker (At Large)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Shirley Rush Genetin

 

  I was always enthralled with my maternal Italian 
Grandmother Emilia’s stories of growing up in Tusca-
ny and emigrating in 1912 with her husband Secondo. 
My paternal grandmother’s parents came from Nor-
way and my dad’s father was of English background.
  I was born in Portland, Oregon in Dec. 1934 to Rich-
ard Rush and Parigina Giorgetti. I was the oldest of 
four children. I was born there but never lived in Port-
land. My father was working on the Bonneville Dam 
at the time. He called us kids his Dam Kids. Three 
out of the four us were born when he was working on 
a Dam project. I grew up in Seattle and rural Oregon 
and Washington, moving very frequently throughout 
my childhood due to my father’s road construction 
business. After I graduated from Battleground High 
School in Washington, I attended Oregon Tech in Kla-
math Falls, Oregon where I received my X-ray techni-
cian training and met my husband Len Genetin.
  In our early years of marriage, I worked at St. 
Mary’s hospital in San Francisco. My husband 
worked as a heavy machinery operator, served a stint 
in the army and we moved to Novato with our baby 
daughter Karen. We added three other children to our 
family: Laurie, Lenny and Barbara. We have made 
Novato our home for the last 55 years and now are 
proud to have 5 grandchildren. I enjoyed my second 
career as a typesetter at House of Printing from 1978 
to 1994.
  I was inspired by the TV movie “Roots” and I be-
came curious about my ancestry. I knew stories about 
my Italian grandparents, but had very little informa-
tion about my dad’s side of the family. I never knew 
my paternal grandfather because he died when my 
father was 13. My father told me that he thought we 
were descended from the famous physician and Dec-
laration of Independence signer, Dr. Benjamin Rush. 
In 1984, I organized a Rush Reunion to gather cousins 

and try to find out more about this part of my family. 
We still enjoy these yearly reunions, where we have 
a great time and confer about our roots. One thing we 
have discovered is that Benjamin Rush is a distant 
relative, being a cousin to our direct ancestor.
  In 1997, I visited my maternal grandparent’s home 
town Orentano, Italy. While in the parking lot of the 
little church that my grandparents were married in, I 
started talking to a man about my grandparents and it 
turned out that his wife was a distant relative of our 
grandmother, sharing the same last name, Buoncris-
tiani. I was thrilled when he showed us a family tree 
which dated back to 1609 and included my grand-
parents. He was excited about being able to fill in the 
names of the generations of American born cousins 
that he didn’t have on the family tree.
  My dear friend and fellow hiker, Virginia Rolle, first 
introduced me to Marin County Genealogical Soci-
ety, and in the late 90’s, I started attending meetings 
with her. We also went to the Family History Library 
in Salt Lake City together. Once while I was there, I 
met a woman named Guri. That happened to be the 
same name as my great grandmother. I told her that 
I knew very little about this part of my Norwegian 
roots except that in the 1900 census they reported that 
they came from Norway in 1872, and they had come 
through Quebec. I also knew my great grandmother’s 
last name. Since Guri spoke Norwegian, she kindly 
offered to look into the Norwegian records and was 
able to tell me the farm and town they came from in 
Oppland, Valdres Valley, Norway.
  In 2006, I had the opportunity to go with my sister 
and cousin to visit the farms in Norway where my 
great grandparents, and great, great, grandparents 
came from and also met some distant cousins. This 
trip inspired me to write a book named Our Norwe-
gian Heritage which I self-published and gave to my 
cousins and other family members.
  My current project is to create a book about my 
husband’s family who emigrated from the Northern 
Part of Italy near Austria. My other interest is in our 
DNA group. Since I had my brother’s Y-DNA and 
my mtDNA tested, I have found out there is so much 
more to learn!
  I have really enjoyed my time as a volunteer at the Fam-
ily History Center and Library as well as serving on the 
board in the position of president and program chairperson. 
MCGS has been a great place to learn about my geneal-
ogy and meet people who have the same passion.



Researching Hints 
• Look at neighbors, especially right after the wed-
ding. Often after a couple is first married, they don’t 
move far from home.  Check the families nearby and 
see if they might be likely candidates for the family 
of the female you are researching.  Then look to see if 
she is in the household in the previous census.
• Look through local and family histories. Family and 
local histories are full of names and relationships.  
Search for local histories in the county in the Family 
Search Catalog by Surname or by Place for that state 
and county.
• Check death certificates for all of a woman’s chil-
dren to see if her maiden name is listed.  The death 
certificates of her children may hold a clue to the 
mother’s maiden name.  Also, look at the obituaries of 
the children.  Some are written with a lot of detail.

Please Welcome Our New Member:
Jennifer Hewitt from San Rafael, researching Hewitt, 

Conaghan, McMahon, Cicconi, Galante, Marone, 
Campbell, and Boyle.

Consider a tax deductible donation to the 
Marin County Genealogical Society Solution to the June 2015 Mystery Location 

San Rafael Canal (September 1913).
In the early days, the only way to reach San Ra-
fael was by water. Boats landed at San Quentin and 
passengers and freight were brought by stage to the 
town. Small boats could come up San Rafael Creek, 
and later a new channel connecting to the Bay was 
dredged, but eventually this channel silted up. An ar-
ticle in the December 12, 1907 Marin Journal stressed 
how vital a new proposed dredging was to the health 
of the community. Money was raised for the dredg-
ing project which would allow good sized boats and 
schooners to land at the Union depot near today’s 
Whistlestop.    
Read more in this article.

Marin Mystery Location
The photo shows a location in Marin where many 
changes have taken place. Do you know where it is 
and what was the significance of the changes? 
Courtesy Anne T. Kent California Room, 
Marin County Free Library.    
The solution is upside down below. 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Catalog_Surnames_Search
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Catalog_Places_Search
https://annetkent.kontribune.com/articles/6056

